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Abstract 

During the trying times of the Covid-19, the media discourse manifested in the form 

of Newspaper editorials exhibiting careful use of language. So, in order to analyze such 

language use, a well reputed newspaper published electronically and in print was selected. 

Two hundred editorials containing 82,430 words covering the covid theme from Dawn 

news formed the specialized corpus for the present study. To analyze this corpus, Biber’s 

Multidimensional Model which was proposed in 1995 has been applied. After compilation 

of Corpus the data were sent to Biber’s lab for tagging. The raw tagged data has undergone 

various statistical processes such as factor analysis and promax rotation. The results 

yielded five dimensions and the system generated diagrams provided the closest text types. 

The dimensions thus formed include; broadcast, conversations, personal letters, academic 

prose, and official document. The results obtained from linguistic features having the 

highest negative or positive loadings were presented in the form of mean values, graphs, 

figures, and tables. The findings indicate that the editorials from the Dawn are more 

informational as compared to narrative. Their content had more informational values.   

Keywords: Dawn News, editorials, old MD, Covid-19, linguistic features 

Introduction:  

Biber introduced an approach (1988) to systematically analyze corpus that has a wide 

range of written as well as spoken English data. He used computer-based identification 

techniques in order to tag data containing statistically significant syntactic and lexical 

categories. His method is useful to form functional dimensions of linguistic features that 

co-occurr in patterns, identifies types of texts closest to each dimension, along with 
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cooccurrence of linguistic features. It also helps to identify their common communicative 

functions. The complementary distribution of linguistic features helps identify a dimension 

in a sort of continuum in which the linguistic features having the positive and the negative 

loadings are formed. Biber’s old MD that marks sixty-seven linguistic features have five 

textual dimensions. The model was created to help find the underlying meaning of the text. 

Initially the proposed model was could identify the textual variations between spoken and 

written language use. However, this model is used in the study to explore dominant 

linguistic features, their communicative function and the closest text type.  

Research question 

How does the application of Biber’s old MD distribute the text types and linguistic 

features of Dawn News Editorials in terms of five textual dimensions? 

Literature Review 

Earlier research on newspapers done to derive features of Pakistani English without 

specifically focusing on the editorials (Alvi, Mehmood, & Rasool 2016). According to their 

findings Pakistani English is a non-native variety hence it should be considered as having 

an independent status. To address their concern, they developed a corpus of Pakistani 

English from the newspapers. Their findings reinforced the idea that Pakistani English is a 

marked sub-register. As a methodology they also applied multidimensional MD analysis 

to find traces for their stance. The data were collected form five newspapers and the corpus 

was tagged to identify sixty-seven linguistic features. The cooccurrence of linguistic 

features were marked in the corpus and evaluated through software. The present study takes 

a step towards analyzing the data from a single source that is Dawn newspaper.  

According to Tan, et al (2020) the pandemic of Covid-19 developed its own style 

of discourse. Their study was conducted on both micro and macro levels, in which macro 

level considers the discourse of the governing bodies and micro level involves the common 

people’s discourse. They selected pictures on Covid-19 themes and analyzed their captions. 

The results showed that recurring verbs along with the content verbs formed their data.  

Dimensions of Dawn 

Figure 1 and 2 give the identification of closest text type as found in the editorials from 

Dawn newspaper. 
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Figure 1 

Closest Text Type 

 
Figure 2 

Pie Chart representation 
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The chart given in Figure 2 gives surprising results as learned exposition is the most 

prominent feature with the score of 35.3 percent. Dawn News editorials do not have much 

difference with the other text types for instance general narrative exposition has a score of 

33.3 percent and scientific exposition has 30.3 percentage. On the other hand, involved 

persuasion has a greater difference as it is only 1%. So, the text is sort of a balance among 

learned exposition, scientific exposition, and general narrative exposition. 

Table 1 

Descriptive Statistics of the Corpus  
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The following table and figure derived from the data show the most significantly 

relevant dimension. From the results it is evident that the dimension 1 has maximum score, 

dimension 2 has the lowest score and the remaining dimensions are distributed evenly.  

Table 2 

Eigen Values of Factor Analysis 
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Figure 3 

Scree Plot of Eigen Values  

 
Table 3 

Descriptive Dimension Statistics for all dimensions of DN 

 

 
The table 3 shows that dimension 1 and dimension 2 have mean negative values. 

This means that the editorials from DN contain informational value and non-narrative style. 

The mean score of dimension 1 is -14.56. The remaining dimensions of DN except for 

dimension 1 and dimension 2, all have positive mean values. 
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Table 4 

Inter-dimensional Correlations 

 
The table 4 shows inter-dimensional correlations of Dawn. It shows that the highest 

positive correlation is between dimension 1 and dimension 4. This implies that a positive 

direct relation can be observed in the linguistic features as they are found in dimension 1 

and dimension 4. 

4.1. Dimension 1: Involved Vs Informational 

The figure 4 reveals that the closest text types of Dawn for the dimension 1 are press 

reportage and academic prose. It shows that the text is informative. Moreover, the texts are 

written in academic style. 

Figure 4 

Dimension 1 
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Table 5 

Factorial Structure of Dimension 1 

 

 
According to table 5, the results indicate that it is a strong dimension. There are twenty 

features with negative values whereas, seven linguistic features have positive values. Only 

one positive feature was excluded from the analysis that has the value less than the cutoff 
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point, which is 0.35. applying the same cutoff point, seven linguistic features are excluded 

from the analysis having negative values. It is evident that the significant loading is on the 

negative side. It connotes that the text is informational and not that much involved. The 

linguistic feature such as total adverbs has the highest loading of -1.87 in the editorials of 

Dawn. It means that the information provided in Dawn editorials is elaborated with the 

help of different types of adverbials amidst the Covid-19 scenario. The following example 

shows some adverbials used within a single sentence; 

 

Dimension 2: Narrative Vs Non-narrative 

The closest text type according to the figure five is conversation. The editorials of Dawn 

are written in non-narrative style. 

Figure 5 

Dimension 2 
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Table 6 

Factorial Structure of Dimension 2 

 
From the table 6 it can be observed that four linguistic features have significant 

negative loading. In the same column having negative values; two linguistic features are 

excluded for having lesser scores. From the three linguistic features having positive values 

a feature such as; word length has the maximum frequent occurrence. This exhibits that the 

Covid-19 themed editorials of Dawn have focused on word length more than any other 

feature. Since in this dimension there are more negative values as compared to the positive 

ones, therefore, the text is non-narrative. The following extract shows incidences of this 

feature;
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Dimension 3: Explicit Vs Situation Dependent Reference 

Following the same pattern of the previous dimensions, dimension three of Dawn also 

shows similar inclination towards academic prose. The figure 6 further shows that the data 

contain linguistic features marking it more explicit as compared to situation dependent. 

Hence the information is provided in an explicit manner. 

Figure 6 

Dimension 3 

 

 
Table 7 

Factorial Structure 
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The factorial structure of the dimension 3 reveals that two positive and one negative 

linguistic feature contain lesser values than 0.35 so, they are excluded. The remaining 

features having positive values are dominant. This shows that Dawn newspaper editorials 

are more explicit than situation dependent. Phrasal coordination which includes; (All 

occurrences of and, &, or and nor) has the highest value of 2.52 which reinforces the 

informational value attached to the contents of Dawn editorials. This is further revealed 

from the following extract from the data; 

 
 During the Covid-19 phase the readers were seeking excessively for some pieces of 

information to get awareness about the situation. This concern led to the editorials which 

were packed with phrasal coordination to link similar items. 

Dimension 4: Overt Expression of Persuasion 

The dimension four has different trend other than the previously analyzed data sets 

from dimension 1, 2, and 3. The following figure reveals that the closest text type of this 

set of editorials on this dimension is personal letters. This means that information in the 

editorials is openly stated. 

Figure 7 

Dimension 4 

 

 



 

INTERNATIONAL BULLETIN  
OF LITERATURE AND LINGUISTICS 

Vol. 8 No. 1 (March) 2025 

Pages: 11-28 

Published by: Research Syndicate 
Email: researchsyndicate.vv@gmail.com Website: http://ibll.com.pk/index.php/ibll/index 

 

25 

 

Table 8 

Factorial Structure of Dimension 4 

 
At the dimension four all the negative features have lesser values than the cutoff point 

so they are excluded. Where the positive features are concerned, one linguistic feature is 

excluded for having a value less than 0.35. The linguistic feature such as;  Necessity modals 

NEMD that includes; (Necessity modals i.e should, ought, must) have been used 

excessively in Dawn News. This means that assertion is a part of editorial writings as 

shown in example below; 

  

 

Dimension 5: Abstract Vs Non-abstract Information 

Closely observing the following figure reveals that No text type is extremely close to 

the general pattern of DN editorials. However, the closest line indicates it to be official 

documents as shown in figure 8. 
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Figure 8 

Dimension 5 

 
Table 9 

Factorial Structure of Dimension 5 

 
There is no linguistic feature having significant value in dimension 5 on the negative 

scale. Contrary to this there are seven linguistic features having positive values which are 
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statistically significant. The linguistic feature such as; past participial clauses have the 

maximum value which is 6.71. The linguistic feature such as past participial clauses 

PASTP (gone, read, walked, seen, etc.) provides the authors an opportunity to provide a 

lot of information in syntactically brief expressions. It adds to the economic value by 

cutting short printing space of the paper. An incident form the data is given below; 

 

Conclusion  

Covid-19 themed editorials from Dawn News have informational content which is 

provided in non-narrative non-fictional style. Information such as facts and figures are 

provided in explicit manner. Instead of narrating stories the editorials primarily focused on 

persuading the readers and explicitly informing them about Covid-19 precautions.  
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